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The  Ideal  Teacher 

I  By  Prof.  George  Herbert  Palmer 

I  1.  So  long  as  a  teacher  is  content  to  keep  in  his  I 

I  ownpossessioninformationorfacts.heisnotateacher  | 

I  at  all.  He  must  transfer  these  facts  to  the  minds  of  ! 

I  others  in  order  to  be  a  teacher.  It  goes  without  I 

I  saying  that  the  teacher  must  have  knowledge,  a  wide  | 

I  range  of  information  about  various  things,  before  | 

I  this  knowledge  can  l>e  passed  on  to  someone  else.  I 

I  The  teacher’s  duty  is  that  of  taking  a  thought  out  i 

I  of  his  own  mind  and  putting  that  thougiit  into  i 

I  the  minds  of  others.  It  goes  without  saying,  there-  \ 

I  fore,  that  he  must  have  possession  of  the  thought  I 

I  in  the  first  place  himself.  | 

I  2.  The  teacher  must  have  a  passion  to  lead  others  | 

I  to  learn.  This  eagerness  must  be  accompanied  by  | 

I  imagination  which  leads  the  teacher  to  put  himself  | 

I  in  the  place  of  the  pupil.  This  means  that  the  | 

I  teacher  has  to  take  facts  and  wrestle  with  them  | 

I  until  they  are  lodged  safely  and  permanently  in  the  I 

I  minds  of  the  pupils.  The  teacher  must  see  the  | 

I  things  that  confuse  the  pupils  and  after  seeing  these  | 

I  difficulties  must  clear  them  away.  There  is  always  | 

i  the  temptation  for  the  teacher  to  blame  failure  on  | 

I  the  dullness  of  pupils  rather  than  to  ask  whether  f 

I  the  teaching  has  been  adjusted  to  the  conditions  of  | 

I  the  pupils’  minds.  | 

I  3.  In  addition  to  the  intellectual  wealth  and  | 

I  the  sympathetic  imagination  above  mentioned,  the  | 

I  ideal  teacher  must  make  the  pupils  like  to  learn.  | 

I  Too  often  school  work  is  offensive  and  results  in  I 

I  arousing  a  rebellious  spirit  on  the  part  of  pupils.  | 

I  4.  The  ideal  teacher  must  b^  willing  to  be  forgot-  | 

I  ten — to  have  his  kind  acts  overlookecb— to  be  gener-  *  | 

I  ous,  even  in  the  absence  of  praise.  If  praise  and  f 

I  recognition  are  essential  to  him  the  prospective  | 

i  teacher  may  as  well  give  up  the  profession.  .  I 
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